
 

Ready to Use 
Problem-Solver® 

Wood 
Brightener 
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Product Description  Technical Data 

Cabot® Ready to Use Problem-Solver® Wood Brightener is 
formulated to remove unsightly discoloration of wood caused by tannin 
bleed in extractive wood types such as cedar and redwood.  It also removes 
metal rust stains.  This product can be used on all painted, stained and 
unfinished wood surfaces.  When used on weathered wood, it brings back 
the rich, “new wood” look. 

 
Water Repellent: No 

Drying Time: N/A 

Weight: 8.3 lbs./gal. 

Flash Point: 205° F 

Film Thickness: N/A 

Mildew Resistant: N/A 

% Solids (weight): 1.7% 

% Solids (volume): 2.1% 

% Pigment (weight): N/A 

Viscosity: N/A 

Pigment Type: N/A 

Vehicle Type: N/A 

Solvent Type: Water 

V.O.C. Content: N/A 

Recommended Uses 

• Exterior wood decks 
• Siding 
• Fences 
• Railings 
• Steps 
• Can also be used to remove rust stains on all types of coated surfaces 

Environmental Impact  Colors Information 

This product is in compliance with Federal V.O.C. (Volatile Organic 
Compounds) requirements for Specialty Architectural Coatings under 
current regulations.  Call Cabot’s Technical Services & Support for 
additional information pertaining to current V.O.C. rulings. 

 This product does not have color information. 

Cleanup and Disposal Composition and Finish 

Rinse equipment and overspray areas thoroughly with water.  Cabot 
Problem-Solver Wood Brightener is not a paint or stain remover.  It will, 
however, remove paint or stain on an unsound surface. Rinse out container 
and application equipment thoroughly with water.  Do not reuse container.  
Dispose of in accordance with local, state and federal regulations.  Material 
Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) available upon request. 

IMPORTANT: When applying and rinsing brightener, walking surfaces, 
ladders and scaffolding may become slippery.  Rinse all such surfaces 
thoroughly to remove overspray. 

Composition: Oxalic Acid 

Finish: N/A 

Coverage 

Approximately 200 sq. ft. per gallon (3.78 L). 

Restrictions  Packaging/Containers 

Do not apply this product when temperatures are below 50 ˚F (10 ˚C).  
Keep from freezing. Never mix or use with other chemicals, detergents or 
cleaners which contain ammonia or with Cabot Problem-Solver Wood 
Cleaner.  To do so may result in rapid release of hazardous gases.  Keep 
containers closed when not in use.  Keep away from children, animals and 
vegetation.  Prolonged contact with metal and glass may cause pitting. 

 
Packaging: Available in 1.33 gallon containers.   

Also available in one-gallon containers. 

 



 Surface Preparation  
 

Test it…on a small, hidden area to determine its effectiveness. 

Protect shrubs…wet down with water, cover with plastic.  Hose off shrubs when job is done. 

Protect glass…wet down with water or cover with plastic.  Hose off glass frequently to prevent streaking. 
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Application 

 

APPLY LIBERALLY to problem surfaces using the Cabot pump sprayer.  (Do not apply to hot surfaces.)  To avoid non-uniform appearance 
on vertical surfaces, start at the bottom, doing a small section at a time and continue to the top, being sure to rinse thoroughly.  LET SET 
15-20 MINUTES.  Stubborn areas may require scrubbing with a stiff bristle brush.  (If surface begins to dry quickly, lightly mist with water.)  
HOW TO USE THE PUMP SPRAYER…Make sure the handle is screwed on tight before pumping.  Unlock the handle by pushing down 
gently and turning until you feel it click.  Pump the bottle 10-20 times and as needed during application.  After pumping press the handle 
down and turn counter-clockwise to lock. IMPORTANT: Always wear safety goggles or a face shield, rubber gloves, protective 
clothing and footwear when spraying. RINSE STAINS AWAY using a garden hose with nozzle at maximum pressure or a high-
pressure power washer.  Repeat procedure if necessary. 

IMPORTANT: Allow cleaned surfaces to dry completely before staining or painting. 

 

Cautions 

 

WARNING: CONTAINS OXALIC ACID.  KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN.  HARMFUL OR FATAL IF SWALLOWED.  Causes eye 
burns, skin burns and respiratory tract irritation.  Harmful if inhaled.  USE ONLY WITH ADEQUATE VENTILATION.  Do not breathe vapor or 
spray mist.  AVOID CONTACT WITH EYES, SKIN AND CLOTHES.  Wash thoroughly after handling.  Do not mix with other products or 
chemicals such as peroxides or alkalines, as this will release hazardous gases. 

FIRST AID: EYE CONTACT: Immediately flush eyes with plenty of water for at least 15 minutes and get medical attention.*  SKIN CONTACT: 
Flush skin with plenty of soap and water for at least 15 minutes.  If irritation persists, get medical attention.*  IF INHALED: If affected by 
vapor or spray mist, move to fresh air.  If breathing difficulty continues, get medical attention.*  IF SWALLOWED: Give large amounts of 
water immediately.  Do not induce vomiting.  Get medical attention immediately.* 

*Call poison control center, hospital emergency room or physician immediately. 

For additional safety and chronic health instruction, refer to the material safety data sheet for this product. 

Emergency Medical Telephone: 1-888-345-5732 

 

Limited Warranty  Lead Warning 

 

If this product does not perform as stated on the label after you 
apply it according to label directions, Cabot® will either replace 
this product or refund its purchase price, at its option.  Cabot 
disclaims all other implied or expressed warranties.  Cabot will 
not provide or pay for labor for removal or application of the 
product.  This warranty excludes all incidental or consequential 
damages.  This warranty gives you specific legal rights, and you 
may have other rights which vary from state to state. 

 WARNING! If you scrape, sand or remove old paint, you may 
release lead dust. LEAD IS TOXIC. EXPOSURE TO LEAD DUST CAN 
CAUSE SERIOUS ILLNESS, SUCH AS BRAIN DAMAGE, ESPECIALLY 
IN CHILDREN. PREGNANT WOMEN SHOULD ALSO AVOID 
EXPOSURE. Wear a NIOSH-approved respirator to control lead 
exposure. Clean-up carefully with a HEPA vacuum and a wet mop. 
Before you start, find out how to protect yourself and your family 
by contacting the National Lead Information Hotline at 1-800-424-
LEAD or log on to www.epa.gov/lead. 
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